Antifungal activity of Pterocaulon alopecuroides (Asteraceae) against chromoblastomycosis agents.
Plants of the genus Pterocaulon (Asteraceae) are popularly used in the treatment of skin diseases caused by fungi and bacteria. The aim of this work was to investigate the in vitro activity of the crude methanolic extract obtained from the aerial parts of Pterocaulon alopecuroides (Lam.) against some agents of chromoblastomycosis, a chronic fungal infection of the skin and of the subcutaneous tissue caused by traumatic inoculation of the aetiological agent. The extract was active against all the strains tested showing a minimum inhibitory concentration between 625 and 2500 microg ml(-1). The assessment of fungistatic/fungicidal activity demonstrated that the extract was fungistatic against Fonsecaea spp. and fungicidal against all the other fungi. Our results indicate that the identification of bioactive components present in the crude methanolic extract of P. alopecuroides against chromoblastomycosis agents can be an important strategy to manage this mycosis in the future.